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esqntatives July 27, 2006

Cormmmoditiess and Ris
1301, Longworth House Offca Building

Washington, DC 2051§

RE: Wendi Rinehart- mancher / field hearing testimony at Wall, SD July 31, 2006

Thank you t» the Subgommittee for inviting me to testify at this historical event.

My name is Wend| Rirfshart. My husband Brady and I presently own and operate
approximatedy 6,500 §cres in northern Hyde and Sully counties of central South
Dakota. We are very proud of the good American beef and Quarter Horses we raise
there, and have been jblessed to watch our three children grow into fine adults on 2
family ranching operagion.

The 2002 Farm Bill has had unintended harmful consequences -- consequences, that
have made It difficult o maintain the livelihood and way of life for us and many other
ranching farnifles acrgss South Dakota.

Let me explain. A5 my husband Brady simply puts it, "Every time someone rips up
prairie the price of gr§ss goes up.”

For those who choose{to convert the virgin prairies to crop production, provisions of
the 2002 Farm Bill pr¢vide them with generous financial incentive to do so. For
those of us whose Inchme depends upon the grassiands and livestock production,
there is no such supprt.

It is well documented|that during the last 20 years, more than 1 million acres of
South Dakota foragp Iands alone have been converted to grain production at a
current estimated cosg to the government of more than $40 miilion annualily.
This directly effects ogr abllity to rent or buy additional grazing lands, and in a
severe drought year quch as this, the problem is even more acute.

Quite frankly I am dis
has found they are pa
out of business. Our
crop production on né

susted with the misuse of tax dollars. The ranching community
ing the government to fund these farm programs to put us

ax dollars are being used to compete against us, suppeorting
ly-broken rangelands that are compietely unsuitable for that
purpose. When you dee rocks the size of Volkswagens being ripped out of the
ground, there is somdthing definitely wrong here, and it rips at your heart to witness
the destruction of shqrt-grass prairie. It forces ranch families to play the FSA game.
They end up selling off cattle so they can collect the government-guaranteed checks

We were encouraged fin 2002. The Senate passed an amendment that would restrict
USDA payments on Ignds without previous cropping history. This provision would
have in no way prevented the land owner from breaking or clearing their land.
However, incentives yould not be paid to do so. Now, that more or less sits folks
oducers have been....at the mercy of the fickle markets, at the
re.




@p7/26/2086 20:37

6858522387 RINEHART PAGE

As Senator Durbin hag sald,” The farmers can still drive themselves to new
croplands, but the ERNMENT would no longer drive them there.”

I hope I have your atfantion now because I intend to be a burr under the saddle.

In 2002, Senator Durpin conciuded that an amendment to deny farm payments on
newly broke lands wojild save $ 1.4 Billion over a ten-year period, money that
could be well spent o} programs such as the Grasslands Reserve Program. And I
haven’t even mentiongd the conservation benefits of grassiands versus cropland.

We're talking here of
was the last time you

n water, stable soils, and more wildiife. Honestly, when
w terraces on the native prairie?

I dont have to tell any of you that we are in the midst of 3 four-year drought that

some say Is remini
ranchers who are al
ranch famillies who st

Qur prairies provide
littde financlal retumn
anything else.

There is a hill above
of the surrounding co
plow ripping up virgl

I encourage you to p
support the convarsi
expense.

If you wouldl like to
invite you here and n
destruction of virgin
prairie.

Respectfully,

Jh: T

Wendi Rinehart
32460-180 Street

Highmore, $SD 57345

605-852-2321

of the early 1930°s. This only exacerbates the plight of
dy short of grass. Isn't time to level that playing fleld for the
ggle to compete for the use of grassiands?

way of living. Like other ranchers, we work long hours with
ymore, but we wouldn’t trade our lifestyle or our values for

r home that I visit that gives a commanding, psnoramic view
ntryside. From there you can witness the dust of tractor and
prairie sosmewhere,

se consider provisions In the new Farm Bill that will no longer
of native prairies to crop production at the taxpayer’s

first hand how this issue is threatening ranching families, I
w to travel off the oil roads, hit the gravel, witness the
sslands for crop production, and come see our beautiful
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Commities on

U.S. Houss of
Required Witaess Disclasore Form
Heouse Rulo * W;_wmudmﬁomt-dmu
Fedoral groirs sines October 1, 2004.

Name: Nﬁ()di E|Dﬁh(g[+¢ 4
Address: 525‘:1[@ - 180" Shv. Highmore , SD 57345
Telephane: (ao - 552 -2%2]

Organizztioa you (if amy):

1. Plense list any Trae® or contracty (ncleding subgrants and sebcontracts)

Y9R have since Octaber 1, 2004, as well as the source and the amount of
cach grast or Homss Rubw do NOT require disclosure of fodarsl payments
to individuals, as Social Security or Medicare bensilits, farm program
payinents, or ® agriculinral prodecers:

Source: Amount:

Soures: Awomnt;

2 If you ove om bohalf of an ergesination, please list any foderal grants or
coniracty subgrants and subcsatrects) the erxaninntion hes recsived since
Octiber 1, s well as the source and the amount of each grant or contract:

Souree: Ameunt:

Sesrce: Ameuat:

Pl-cebulthuﬂtéhr-bm-pphbbbyu: X

Sgmatar: b

* Rule X1, ciume 2(g)4) §f the US. House of Representutives provides: Zach comminne shall, ro the

In the oase of a wiiness in a mongervernnental capaciy, & wrimen stetewnt of preposed

nesstmony shall hcluge a 'wm vitne and a disclarsre of the amomon end sowce (by agency end

program) of sach Federal (or subgrant thereqf) or contract (or subcontract thaveof) recetved diring
of the two pveviows fiscal years by the witness ar by axy entity represeiod

PLEASE ATT4CH DISCLOSURE FORM TO EACH COFPY OF TESTIMONY.




a7/26/20806 208:37 6858522387 RINEHART PAGE 83

Commitise ¢u Agricaiture

U.8. House of Repremaintives
hﬂ—ﬁl Raguired From Non-governmental Wilneses

Howse rules nequire witaesses te provide their resume or blographical shetch
pvhrhm 1f you Hie wet have & reswmse or biograpbicsl skatch svaliable, plesse complute this

1 Name: ; dl ?lnd\ﬂr’k
8 B-—Ad‘t-
H\@bmo_te_,i 57345

m_ﬁD_&mdy_EanChth

L Plensa st sny smployment, or work-reinted axperionce you have which
add te your o provide tastimeny before the Committus:

& M-le-im-rmme'ﬁ
add '» your s provide testimeny bafore the Cammbitten:

7. If you are appeafing oa Delislf of sn erganisatios, planse liss the eapueily in which you sre
repressating organizstion, lncluding say officss or clected pusitions you beld:
L.,'/\’/

ruMAnAtnmmmonvounnocnmmncnconor
TESTIMONY.




